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All club Presidents / Secretaries / General Managers / Players / Club Members, 
 

Re: Umpire and Spectator related matters: 
All clubs must supply an umpire escort for all matches where there is an association 
appointed umpire. This includes junior grade matches during the season where an 
association appointed umpire officiates the match. 
It is essential that all clubs ensure that the following information is noted, and the umpire 
escort clearly understands the role which they are undertaking. They need to be aware that 
they are in an official role representing the club. 
Clubs must be confident that anyone appointed to an umpire escort role is a suitable 
person for the requirements of the role. It is not a role which should be appointed as an 
afterthought. 
 

1. Umpire Escorts 
The umpire escort must accompany the umpires on and off the ground before the 
match, at the half time break and at the conclusion of the match. 
At all breaks the umpire escort should be present with the umpires and accompany 
them on and off the ground. This also includes the goal umpires who are exiting after 
the rest of the umpiring panel. 
Umpire escorts are expected to move out to the umpires quickly at the end of each 
quarter. 
All clubs must record the name of their nominated umpire escort on their team sheet 
for each match. As team sheets are not necessarily set up to accommodate this 
presently the names must be handwritten on all copies of the team sheet which are 
prepared. 
This will assist in providing the escort with a greater level of protection and also put 
them on the same standing as other listed officials. 
 

2. Spectator Behaviour 
All clubs are reminded that they have a level of responsibility to communicate to their 
members and supporters through whatever means that they have available that it is a 
condition of entry to Bendigo Bank CHFL matches including finals that behaviour is of a 
standard which is accepted in the general community and that failure to abide by this may 
result in removal from the venue by security and / or police. 
 

3. Approaches to Umpires 
The following procedures are to be applied in relation to approaches to umpires in relation 
to all grades of competition; 
i) When clarification relating to umpiring from a round of matches is required this should be 
done through the Director of Umpiring of the Ballarat FUA on the Monday after the match. 
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ii) During a match the only member from a club who is permitted to approach an umpire is 
the captain of the club. He is able to ask for clarification of particular aspects which may be 
of concern. 
 
iii) At no stage is an umpire to be approached by a club official, nominated club member or 
club representative in respect to a report after a match where a report has been laid. If 
further information relating to the report is required contact is to be made with the 
Ballarat Football Umpires Association (BUFA) Administrator on the Monday following the 
report. 
These procedures are to be followed at all times and the role being undertaken by the 
umpires and their representatives is to be respected. 
In relation to these matters, it is highlighted to all clubs that the constitution of the CHFL 
indicates the processes which are available to the league in respect to clubs which bring the 
league into disrepute. This can include fines, suspension of clubs or expulsion from the 
league. If there is a requirement for action the league Board of Management will be apply 
these rules consistently. 
 


